BOX 52 ASSOCIATION, INC.
Minutes of the May, 2010 Bus Trip
The May Bus Trip of the Box 52 Association was held on Saturday, May 22, 2010 with our departure from Lynnfield, MA Fire Department Headquarters @ 0800 hrs with 43 members and guests on board.
We arrived 15 minutes early to the East Hartford Fire Headquarters where we were joined by member and tour guide Ken Beliveau. A welcomed coffee and donut break was set up and ready to go. Apparatus was staged in front of the fire house on a rotating basis with plenty of photo opps. The weather cooperated by order of Chief Parr. 
From East Hartford we proceeded to Hartford Station 2 @ 1515 Main Street corner of Belden Street. Here we were met by newly appointed Chief Edward Casares, Jr. , who spoke to the group and answered questions about his new role and involvement of coming up through the ranks to become Chief. 

Leaving Hartford Station 2 we proceeded to the Simsbury Volunteer Fire Department “clubhouse” on a back road arriving to find numerous fire trucks waiting for us including a restored 1935 International open cab pumper. After the photo opp we went inside to have a catered lunch. 
After lunch we proceeded to the Hartford Circus memorial located behind Fred D. Wish elementary school on Barbour Street in Hartford. As we walked up to the memorial, we noticed a gentleman who was cleaning and polishing the memorial. When we identified who we were, he introduced himself as recently retired Fire Chief Charles A. Teale, Sr!! Chief Teale then proceeded to give us a history of the memorial and fire that occurred on July 6, 1944 at the Ringling Brothers, Barnum, and Bailey Circus tent killing 169 people, two thirds of whom were children.
Boarding the bus again, we then proceeded to Hartford Station 11 on busy Sission Street. The most excitement for the day was dodging traffic while trying to take pictures of the apparatus including Engine 5 and Engine 8 which had arrived for our visit.

Leaving Hartford we then proceeded to our last stop for the day at the Fire Museum located in Manchester. Here we were given complete access to the museum including a tour and talk by members of the Connecticut Fireman’s Historical Society. The Museum is housed in a 1901 firehouse maintained by the Town of Manchester and completely restored on the inside by the Historical Society. There was much history of the fire service to see here including a fully operational Gamewell Fire Alarm system, hand drawn to horse drawn to motorized fire apparatus including a water tower and Aherns Fox pumper. Many examples of Firematic items were available for viewing as well as a gift shop for souvenirs.  The Town of Manchester sent a couple of pieces of fire apparatus to the museum for picture taking including our traditional group photo. 
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After boarding the bus and while heading back to Lynnfield we conducted the official business part of our meeting. The meeting was opened at 1610 hrs. President Carrigan called for a vote to suspend the reading of the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports. The only official business conducted was the reading of two applications approved by the Board of Directors. The applications of James R. Wall and Kevin Kiley will be presented to the membership for a vote during the September meeting. The business meeting was adjourned in record time at 1612 hrs.
The bus arrived back in Lynnfield at 1750 hrs.

Respectfully submitted,
William H. Wilderman, Treasurer
