It was 64 years ago November 28th that the tragic Cocoanut Grove Fire where 492 lives were lost and 166 were injured (official number, but many others suffered from the smoke, a lot of firefighters suffered from the smoke but very few went off, they stayed on duty).

Firefighters in the city were still in mourning after the fire in East Boston on Nov 16 where six members died and close to fifty were injured, some were never able to return to duty and of course the War was in full swing. The firefighters who responded that night faced an unbelievable sight, they did their job.

Fire companies that night were an officer and three or four firefighters, Rescue Co. 3 (Bowdoin Square) was actually an officer and two men. Deputy Chief John "Black Jack" McDonough, of Division 2 requested the response of Rescue 2 from Roxbury and Rescue 3 from downtown after the 4th alarm on Box 1521.

Rescue 1 was used to make at least one and maybe two trips to Boston City Hospital with the injured, using their 1930  Federal enclosed rig. In 1942 the only  two-way radios in the Fire Department, were the chief's cars, none in the fire companies. 

 Today, there is still plenty of interest in this fire, Stephanie Schorow's book and John Esposito's book on the fire are the latest on this incident and are both well worth reading, especially anyone in the Fire Service.

The response to the fire was: 

Box 1521
Alarm      Engine Comps.              Ladder Co.           Chief                Other

	1st
	3,7* 10” 22* 26 35*
	13* 17*
	Div 1* D5, D7*
	R1*  W.T. 1

	2nd
	
	
	
	

	3rd
	6 15 32 33 34 12 39 43 2
	3,  15
	D8
	

	4th
	8 9 16 21 23 
	12
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




  1st alarm   Engine 3-7*-10*-22*-26-35*     Ladder 13*-17*        Rescue 1*     W.T. 2*       Div 1-*   Dist 5-7* 

  3rd alarm   Engine 6-15-32-33-34-12-39-43-2   Ladder  3, 15                                                                     Dist 8 

  4th alarm   Engine 8-9-16-21-23                              Ladder 12                Res 2 and 3                                         Dist 9 

  5th alarm   Engine 18-20-37-50-53 


  * responded from Box 1514 which was sounded at 2215 hours for an automobile fire at Stuart and Carver Streets, Rescue Co. 1 may have been the first company actually to arrive at the fire............. 

  Box 1521, Church and Winchester Streets was sounded at 2220 hours, 2nd alarm was skipped, 3rd alarm sounded at 2223 hours, 4th alarm at 2224 hours and the 5th alarm was ordered at 2302 hours to bring some fresh men to assist in removing bodies from the fire... 

  Chief Officers.........Chief of Department Sam Pope 
  Division 1             Deputy Chief Louis Stickel (E-4, Bowdoin Sq) 
  Division 2             Deputy Chief John McDonough (E-22,Warren Ave) 

  District 5              District Chief Dan Crowley (E-7 East St) 
  District 7              District Chief William Mahoney (E-22 Warren Ave) 
  District 8              District Chief Charles Robertson (E-37 Huntington Ave) 
  District 9              District Chief John F. Howard (E-12 Dudley St) 

  Fire Commissioner was William Arthur Reilly 

  I have copies of the MORNING REPORTS from each fire company which lists the members working, injured and the duty the company performed.........The fire was close to the border of Divisions 1 and 2, Box 1514 was in Division 1 and District 5 but Box 1521 was in Division 2 and District 7.........that is why DC Stickel ordered the 3rd and 4th alarms, he was at Box 1514..........also, there were numerous off-duty firefighters who responded and assisted at the scene.........
